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The structure of SPS measures
Risk assessment Risk management

measures

Global Joint WHO/FAO 
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….
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Where to find the SPS 

provisions for EFTA-countries?

• In the national legislation of each EFTA 

country

• In the harmonised European legislation

(The European Union legislation)



How/where to find info:

• For food business operators:

– The info websites of The European Commission

– Competent Authority in VN

– http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/about_us/contact_en.htm

• For the Competent Authority of VN:

– The Delegation of European Union to VN

– DG SANCO desk officer for VN: 

stephane.ANDRE@ec.europa.eu

– DG SANCO desk officers for BIPs: 

Patricia.LANGHAMMER@ec.europa.eu / 

Bruno.SAIMOUR@ec.europa.eu

mailto:Patricia.LANGHAMMER@ec.europa.eu
mailto:stephane.ANDRE@ec.europa.eu
mailto:Patricia.LANGHAMMER@ec.europa.eu
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http://exporthelp.europa.eu/thdapp/index.htm



http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2012/november/tradoc_150129.pdf





http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/index_en.htm



A-Z Index



http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/index_en.htm



DG SANCO - Food
• General Food Law

• Animal Nutrition

• Labelling and nutrition

• Biotechnology

• Novel Food

• Chemical Safety

• Biological Safety

• Official controls

• Food waste

• Food improvement agents





Biological Safety
• Food hygiene

• TSE/BSE

• Animal By-Products

• Food-borne Diseases

• Trichinella

• Microbiological Criteria

• EU Reference Laboratories

• Irradiation

• Approved Establishments

• Third country establishment lists

• Specific issues related to fishery products

• Antimicrobiological resistance



Food hygiene

• Introduction

• Basic legislation

• Implementing Measures

• Guidance Documents



The European regulatory framework for food safety

Regulation 178/2002

General Food Law

Principles

EFSA

Regulation 852/2004

Hygiene: General

Controls: General

Regulation 882/2004

Regulation 853/2004

Hygiene: food of 

animal origin

Controls: products

of animal origin

Regulation 854/2004
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Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 

Food law

Competent authorities Food business operators

Regulation (EC) 

No 882/2004
General rules 

for official controls

Regulation (EC) 

No 854/2004
Specific rules for official controls 

on products of animal origin

Regulation (EC) 

No 852/2004
General rules 

on hygiene

Regulation (EC) 

No 853/2004
Specific hygiene rules 

for products of animal origin

Regulation (EC) 

No 2073/2005

Microbiological criteria

Regulation (EC) 

No 2075/2005

Trichinella

Regulation (EC) 

No 2074/2005

Other implementing rules



• Safety 

– Operators shall not place on the market unsafe food or feed

• Responsibility

– Operators are responsible for the safety of the food and feed 

which they produce, transport, store or sell

• Traceability

– Operators shall be able to rapidly identify any supplier or 

consignee

• Transparency

– Operators shall immediately inform the competent authorities if 

they have a reason to believe that their food or feed is not safe

The key obligations of food and 

feed business operators (1)



The key obligations of food and 

feed business operators (2)
• Emergency

– Operators shall immediately withdraw food or feed from the 

market if they have a reason to believe that it is not safe

• Prevention

– Operators shall identify and regularly review the critical points in 

their processes and ensure that controls are applied at these 

points

• Co-operation

– Operators shall co-operate with the competent authorities in 

actions taken to reduce risks





Food business operators /

The competent authorites

• The primary responsibility for ensuring compliance with food and 

feed rests with the food business operators. 

• To complement and support this principle, there must be adequate 

and effective controls organized by the competent authorities.



The Hygiene package:
• Was adopted in 2004 and applicable since 1 January 2006

• Introduced a shift in approach to food hygiene policy. 

• The objectives in 2004 were: 

– Simplification of the existing legal framework on food hygiene, 

– Separating the different disciplines (public health, animal health 

and official controls)

– Concentrate on objectives to be reached by FBO rather than 

maintaining very detailed requirements: 

Prerequisite requirements + HACCP based systems





http://eur-lex.europa.eu/





To be continued …….


